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COURSE	DESCRIPTION	
Puerto	Rico	is	the	smallest	of	the	Spanish-speaking	Caribbean	islands.		In	the	centuries	since	
the	‘Encounter’	that	remade	three	different	and	opposing	worlds	–	the	indigenous	Americas,	
Spain	and	Africa	–	beginning	with	Christopher	Columbus’	first	voyage	in	1492	and	later	his	
heralded	return	in	1493,	Puerto	Rico	can	be	characterized	by	an	era	of	intense	imperial	
rivalry.		The	island	is	not	ethnically	or	culturally	homogenous.		In	fact,	its	major	cultural	
characteristic	is	diversity	itself.		In	race,	gender,	sexuality,	culture	and	politics,	the	element	of	
diversity	makes	Puerto	Rico	an	extremely	heterogeneous	region	and	

its	diversity	is	best	reflected	in	its	literature	–	innovative	and	revolutionary	–	exposing	the	
dilemmas	faced	not	only	by	individus	faconlybPcrqí  -lz: T
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