


purchase it from various outlets. In addition to the text I will supplement it with readings found on the web, as
well as, a hands-on case that I have developed.

We will begin by looking at topics such as the systems development lifecycle (SDLC), which is a framework
used to develop systems in general as well as accounting systems. A key factor that has impacted accounting
systems of late is passage of the Sarbanes-Oxley act (SOX). We will especially focus on the role that section
404 of this act has had on the accounting profession. This section looks at internal controls that need to be in
place. The benchmarks used to evaluate a companies IC framework was developed by COSO and we will
study this framework as well. A widely used tool to document IC is flowcharting and we will use EXCEL
and/or VISIO to document the flow of data in a typical accounting system.

After developing this broad context for accounting systems you will become a more active participant. We
will work with EXCEL and ACCESS extensively through the remainder of the course. This will be
accomplished via the case that I have developed as well as the text for the course. These tools have become
indispensable in the practice of accounting. As we work with this software we will be ever mindful of controls
that should or can be implemented. I hope that this course proves to be a positive learning experience and
look forward to working with you during the semester.


