
Requirements and Grading:
1)  Weekly participation  20%

      Your final participation grade will be based on your contributions to the weekly online discussion
threads.  Each week you must, at a minimum, post once in each thread.  Posts must be substantive -- “I agree”
and “me, too”-type comments do not count as participation.  You may respond to questions that I pose,
respond to questions that other students pose, make comments, post links to relevant news articles, and
pose questions of your own.  Doing only the minimum one-substantive-post-per-thread will earn you a
passing grade for participation; it will not earn you an “A.”
 

2)  Current Events Articles  5% (2 x 2.5% each)
      Although this class will take a historical and theoretical approach to the study of politics, we will
endeavor to connect general concepts with real world examples and current events.  To this end, it is
expected that you will begin to peruse, if you are not doing so already, a number of newspapers, political
blogs, journals, and other sources of information on U.S. and world politics and the workings of
governments.  I will post a list of websites online that cross the political spectrum.  It is by no means
exhaustive.  You can Google as well as I can, so do not consider yourselves limited to these sites.  I
encourage you to read analyses of current events from a variety of sources and perspectives.
 
      At least twice during the term, you must post a link to an article that you can relate to course
material.
two pieces on the same issue or event written from different ideological perspectives, but note that they will
count together as one article for grading purposes.  I will provide an “Articles” thread in the Discussion
section for this assignment.  Discussion of articles posted by other students will count toward your
participation grade, so please read the thread.  Do not post your two articles and then ignore the thread for
the rest of the semester.  In order to encourage early posting of articles, I am imposing two rules:  1) one
article must be posted before the midterm and one after; and, 2) no articles can be posted the last week of
class.  Do not procrastinate!
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3)  Writing assignments  50% (5 x 10% each)

These 2-3 page assignments will give you an opportunity to improve your academic writing skills and to
demonstrate your comprehension of the weekly readings.  Assignments will be graded on both substance




